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"The Seminole State Collegian" is 
published during the fall and spring 
semesters by the Seminole State 
College Office of Media Relations, 
under the direction of Josh Hut-
ton. The staff reserves the right to 
edit submitted material for spelling 
and style. Consideration is given 
to all submitted material, but sub-
mission does not ensure publica-
tion. No anonymous material will 
be considered. All views expressed 
are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of Seminole State 
College. "The Collegian" is dis-
tributed on the SSC campus and 
mailed to more than 300 friends of 

the college. Seminole State College, 
in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive 
Order 11246 as amended, Title IX 
of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, and other Federal laws and 
regulations, does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, age, religion, handi-
cap, or status as a veteran in any of 
its policies, practices or procedures. 
This includes, but is not limited to, 
admissions, employment, financial 
aid and educational services. Ques-
tions and concerns can be directed 
to Josh Hutton at 405-382-9283. 
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Stay up to date with campus 
COVID-19 safety precautions 
at SSC’s Coronavirus 
Response page.

Here you’ll find important updates, 
CARES Act scholarship information, 
mental health resources and links to 
Centers for Disease Control data.

Explore the Response Page here.

Upcoming Campus Events

Dec. 5 - 9

Dec. 12

Finals Week
Final examinations for each course will take place throughout the week. 

Stay up to day with all campus news by visiting sscok.edu/
media. You can also view our collection of archives, which 

includes past issues of The Collegian. Winter Intersession Begins
Students enrolled in Winter Intersession courses will begin their classes on 
Dec. 12. 

Dec. 19 - Jan. 2
Winter Break
SSC offices will close for two weeks to celebrate the upcoming holidays. Nor-
mal office hours will resume on Tuesday, Jan. 3.

For a full calendar of everything going on around 
campus, visit sscok.edu/events.
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SSC’s Night at the Lights a Success

Seminole State College hosted its annual Night at the Lights event on Dec. 5 at Magnolia Park in Seminole. Local families enjoyed the community Snowman 
Wonderland light display, as well as cookies and hot chocolate provided by the College. Dozens of SSC student athletes manned crafting stations inside the 
Reynolds Wellness Center, helping children create crafts. Future Business Leaders of America students lent a hand by serving hot chocolate. 
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SSC business student Brent White teaches a lesson about how to tie 
a full Windsor necktie knot.

Members of the Seminole State Col-
lege chapter of Future Business Leaders 
of America (FBLA) held a business skills 
seminar on October 27 in the Utterback 
Ballroom on campus. The event was at-
tended by more than 100 students from 
local schools, including Seminole High 
School, Seminole Junior High, Butner, 
Konowa, and Prague. Members of the 
Seminole Youth Council attended as 
well. 

Participating students visited six dif-
ferent stations to learn the following 
skills: proper handshake, tying a full 
Windsor necktie knot, business meal 
basics, first impressions, video confer-
ence background staging and résumé 
basics. SSC business students did the 
instructing at the various stations. As-
sistant Professor of Business and FBLA 

sponsor Brad Schatzel was the master of 
ceremonies. Participants also took a tour 
of the SSC campus and enjoyed a pizza 
lunch. The program closed with games 
and prizes. 

“We are very excited about the larger 
than anticipated turnout. Several stu-
dents expressed how much they enjoyed 
the event,” Schatzel said.

“My students had a great time and 
learned a lot,” Seminole Public Schools 
Coach Thomas Bare said.

SSC FBLA members who participat-
ed in the event and helped operate the 
station were: Kira Austin, Brent White, 
Santino Rodriguez, Rachel Gosa, Kaylee 
Edwards, Hollie Goodman, Trent Stew-
art, Felicia San Pedro, Hailey Wallace 
and Jedalis Pochet.

SSC Hosts Business 
Skills Seminar

News

Throughout the month of November, students enrolled in the College’s 
Leadership Development course donated canned and packaged food 
items to the SSC Food Pantry.

Leadership Class Makes Large 
Donation to Food Pantry

News

Enrollment is now open for the Spring 2023 
semester. Schedule an appointment with your 

advisor today!

The Seminole State College Leader-
ship Development Class recently donat-
ed dozens of canned and packaged food 
goods to the SSC Food Pantry. From 
Nov. 8 to Nov. 21, the class organized 
and collected donations. The pantry is 
overseen by Dr. Bill Knowles, Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs.

The Leadership class is taught by Pro-
fessor of History and former Phi Theta 
Kappa advisor Marta Osby and is com-

prised of students in the President’s 
Leadership Class as well as other excep-
tional students. “It is so nice to have such 
a wonderful organization like the SSC 
Food Pantry to help our students. What 
a great team effort at SSC to bring assis-
tance to our students. A special thanks 
to all of the students, faculty, adminis-
tration, and staff that helped with this 
meaningful project,” Osby said.
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Seminole State College grant programs observed National Native 
American Heritage month by hosting Tribal Fest – an educational 
and cultural celebration - on Nov. 2. The College’s Student Support 
Services (SSS) and Native American Serving Non-Tribal Institu-
tions (NASNTI) programs provided informational booths, a pow 
wow sweat demonstration, free healthy snacks and “fancy dancing” 
in an effort to provide a robust cultural experience for all students.

SSC Hosts Tribal Fest for Native November
Culture

A special performance by Native American rapper and motiva-
tional speaker Brutha War was presented in the Jeff Johnston Fine 
Arts Center. Also performing during the Tribal Fest program were 
television celebrities and performance artists LiLMike and Funny-
Bone, Oklahoma City brothers who have been featured on “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent” and “Reservation Dogs.”

PLC Visits First
Americans Museum

In honor of Native American Heritage Month, 
members of the Seminole State College President’s 
Leadership Class visited the First Americans Muse-
um in Oklahoma City on Nov. 3. Students toured 
the educational exhibits to learn more about Na-
tive American history and cultural diversity. 
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Nursing Division Holds Health Fair
Campus Life

The Seminole State College Nursing 
Division hosted a health fair on Nov. 
30 in Tanner Hall on campus. Students 
enrolled in the Leadership in Nursing 
course, taught by Professor Ann Benson, 
were stationed at informational booths. 

Nursing students provided information 
on diabetes, hypertension and many oth-
er subjects. It also served as an opportu-
nity to provide other SSC students more 
information about the College’s nursing 
program.  

Employees Complete Healthy 
and Happy Challenge 

The Seminole State College Well-
ness Committee organized a Healthy 
and Happy Challenge throughout the 
month of November for employees. The 
challenge was comprised of daily tasks 
to encourage a healthier lifestyle. Tasks 

ranged from increasing water intake to 
dancing like nobody is watching. The 
event concluded with 30-minute yoga 
session led by Main Street Yoga owner 
Lauren Schatzel, a luncheon and a prize 
drawing for participants. 

Learn more about the nursing program at: 
sscok.edu/academics

Retirement Sendoff Held
for Longtime Employee

Seminole State College hosted a re-
tirement breakfast for Gloria Wheeler 
on Nov. 29 at the E.T. Dunlap Student 
Union. Wheeler, a resident of Earlsboro, 
has worked at SSC for 21 years as a cus-
todian. Pictured: Wheeler stands by her  
Faculty, staff and students wished Gloria 

Wheeler well on her retirement. Her last 
day at the College was Nov. 30. Pictured: 
fellow custodial team members Carmen 
Wright (left) and Christie Mckee (right) 
congratulate Gloria Wheeler (center) on 
her retirement.
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Welcoming Retirees Back to Campus
News

Reynolds Named to 55 Over 55 Inaugural Class
News

Seminole State College welcomed 25 
retirees back to campus for a luncheon in 
their honor on Dec. 1 in the Utterback 
Ballroom of the Enoch Kelly Haney 
Center.  

“We were thrilled to see so many for-
mer employees who dedicated most, and 
in some cases all, of their professional 
careers to this College. They played an 
important role in the growth and devel-
opment of the institution. We wanted to 
thank them for their service and invite 
them to reconnect and stay involved 
with SSC,” President Lana Reynolds 
said.

Those in attendance were (seated, left 

to right): Judy James, Janet Waddell, An-
nette Troglin Barnes, Gloria Wheeler, 
Perthena Latchaw, Dr. Rebecca Kenne-
dy, Patricia Cokeley, and Tracy Jacomo; 
(standing, left to right): Ted Hurt, Deb-
bie Robertson, Travis Qualls, Dr. Rich-
ard Wood, Dave Helseth, Larry Vick-
ers, Rusty Beene, Dr. Jim Cook, Rick 
Hanson, Fred Bunyan, Robbie Lindsey, 
Marie Dawson, Kelly Chastain, Carol 
Hartman, Kelly Kirk, Tom Stephens and 
Cynthia Yerby.

Reynolds said, “These former em-
ployees are an important part of the his-
tory of our College.  We always welcome 
them as honored guests on our campus.”

Seminole State College President 
Lana Reynolds was joined by friends of 
the College at a reception Nov. 4 honor-
ing the inaugural class of “55 Over 55” 
Inspiring Oklahomans.

The program was sponsored and co-
ordinated by ion Oklahoma Magazine to 
recognize individuals who are investing 
in the future growth of the State and in-
volved in projects that are improving the 
lifestyles for all Oklahomans. Portraits 
of each honoree were unveiled at the re-
ception and will remain on display at the 
Oklahoma History Center until being 
moved to the Oklahoma State Capitol in 

January. The exhibit will then travel to 
several locations around the State. 

Pictured left to right, are represen-
tatives of SSC who attended the event:  
Regent Kim Hyden and her husband 
Glen, Foundation Trustee Jim Hardin 
and his wife Donna, former Regent Mel-
vin Moran, Regent Marci Donaho and 
her husband Dale, Reynolds, and Direc-
tor of Board Relations and Administra-
tive Operations Mechell Downey and 
her husband Mike.

A complete listing of the award recipi-
ents is available at: www/55over55.com/
winners.
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Dr. Kathy Laster

‘Twas the Night Before Finals
Campus Life

Seminole State College hosted its ‘Twas the Night Before Finals holi-
day event at the Boren Library on Dec. 4. Students participated in sev-
eral holiday activities, including cookie decorating, making Christ-
mas ornaments and designing holiday cards. Students also utilized 
the extended library hours to prepare for their end of the year final 
exams happening this week. 

Assistant Professor of STEM Dr. Ricky Streight, Assistant Professor 
of STEM Wendy Rich and Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. 
Amanda Estey joined in on the holiday cheer and helped students pre-
pare for their finals at the event. 

SSC Staff Host Chili Cookoff
The Seminole State College Classi-

fied Staff and Professional Staff Coun-
cils hosted a Chili Cookoff on Friday, 
Nov. 18 at the Raymond Harber Field 
House. The event served as a scholar-
ship fundraiser that is awarded to an 
SSC student from the Classified Staff 
Council each year. Trophies were 

awarded in three categories. The Most 
Unique Chili Award went to GEAR 
UP Coordinator Erica McCaughey, 
the Spiciest Award went to Custodi-
an Christie Mckee and the Best All 
Around went to STEM Office Manag-
er Dana Denwalt.


